[Malignant transformation of plantar ulcers in leprosy: experience of National Leprosy Center in Casablanca].
Malignant degeneration is a late complication of plantar ulcers in leprosy. The objective of this study is to describe and analyze the epidemiological, clinical, and therapeutic aspects of this complication in Morocco. A retrospective study was conducted from January 2000 to December 2009 at the National Center of Leprosy (CNL) in Casablanca. All our patients had a histological confirmation. Ten patients were included in this study. There were seven men and three women, with a mean age of 58.8 years. Six patients had a multibacillary form of leprosy and four had a paucibacillary form. The average duration of the plantar ulcers was 34.4 years. Clinical appearance at diagnosis was an ulcerative and vegetative tumor. Treatment was by radical amputation. Evolution was marked by metastatic spread in six patients. One patient died of disseminated disease. In Morocco, leprosy has been on the decline since 1990, but the occurrence of late complications in the leprosy patient as carcinoma of plantar ulcers persists. Prevention of these complications should be part of the national fight against leprosy.